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Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida 

County, New York, held on April 21, 2015. 

 

Present:                       

(Board)                               (Administration) 

Mary Lou Lauchert, President   Dr. Stephen L. Grimm, Superintendent 

Megan Burdick     Joseph Barretta, Assistant Superintendent for Business 

Amy Franz     Steven Marcus, Elementary School Principal   

William Huggins    Kathy Fonda, Director of Pupil Personnel Services 

Erica Shaw     and Instruction 

Timothy Thomas     

       

 Julia A. Scranton, District Clerk 

 

 Absent: Courtney Zoller, Vice-president 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER  

 

Ms. Lauchert called the meeting to order at 7:04 pm. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 

 

3. READING OF THE MISSION STATEMENT 

 

Ms. Lauchert read the mission statement. 

 

4. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD 

 

No one wished to speak. 

 

5. INFORMATION-REPORTS-PROPOSAL/SUPERINTENDENT & STAFF 

 

A. BOCES Services and Budget Information  

 

OHM BOCES Superintendent Howard Mettelman and Clinton representative Michael Moore 

informed the Board about services currently offered to CCS by BOCES including itinerant 

teaching services, IT support and purchasing, and professional development,  and about strategies 

used to plan for future offerings. A current focus is the implementation of the new social studies 

standards, bringing component district together to write and assess curriculum comprehensively.  

 

He highlighted two programs: Alignment OHM which, with involvement of business leaders, 

colleges, and community members, hopes to provide a native pipeline of skilled employees to fill 

needs defined by local industry; and the P-Tech program, instituted by IBM, which involves 

students beginning in ninth grade and enables them to earn a regents diploma and an associate’s 

degree over a 5 to 6 year period.  

 

On April 28th, the CCS Board will vote on the BOCES administration budget of $$2.3 million 

dollars, 5.9% of which is Clinton’s share.  
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Mr. Moore talked about his role as a BOCES Board member, whose goal is to offer quality 

programs efficiently, and to meet future educational needs. Board members represent districts on 

the state and national level, and are involved in communities beyond their own.  

 

B. Bright Spots  

 

Dr. Grimm thanked Highway Department Supervisor Jon Scott and John Calidonna of Clinton 

Tractor for the assistance in preparing our athletic fields for spring sports. 

 

C. Budget Proposal  

 

Dr. Grimm reviewed the 2015-2016 budget proposal which was analyzed and developed 

collaboratively with stakeholders, and aligns with district strategic goals and priorities.   

Additional expenses of $225,900 are driven primarily by instructional needs and the Capital 

Project, offset by reductions of $185,000 which include RAN interest, printing costs and benefit 

expenses. The result is an increase of 4.97% in spending which will be funded through the use of 

state aid, fund balance and a 3.52% tax levy. Any increase over last year’s tax levy will be 

returned to the taxpayers. The expenditure budget number is on the agenda for adoption tonight, 

and communication to residents will follow.   

 

6. STANDING RESOLUTIONS (CONSENT AGENDA)  

 

A motion was made by Ms. Shaw, seconded by Ms. Franz, and carried (6, 0) to combine items 6A 

through 6F. 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Thomas, seconded by Ms. Franz, and carried (6, 0) to approve items 6A 

through 6F. 

 

A. Agenda and Any Additions to the Agenda for April 21, 2015 

 

B. Minutes from the Special Meeting held on April 14, 2015          

 

C. Budget Status Report               

 

D. Extra-classroom Treasurer’s Reports for March 2015 

               

E. Committee on Preschool Special Education and Committee on Special Education (CSE) Report 

for 4/15/15.                                                                     

 

New to District 0 

Initial Review 0 

Program Review 0 

Annual Review 0 

Reevaluation (Triennial) 1 

Administrative Transfer 0 

Preschool 0 

504 Review 0 

504 Initial 1 

Amendment with No Meeting Held 0 
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F. Updated List of Substitute and Supervisory Personnel           

 

7. COMMITTEE/LIAISON REPORTS  

 

A. Subcommittees 

 

Facilities Committee  

Mr. Huggins reported that, at the last meeting, final details were discussed regarding the Capital 

Project kick-off.  The committee will meet again on Friday. 

 

Finance Committee  

Ms. Burdick reported that the committee did not meet since the last report. 

 

Policy Committee  

Ms. Shaw reported that the committee canceled their last meeting, but is still on track to complete 

the review of the policy manual. 

 

B. Liaisons 

 

Clinton Foundation  

Mr. Thomas reported that the Foundation is hoping to expand the annual fund drive mailing list 

by including recent Clinton graduates. The golf tournament will take place on July 13th and the 

Brick Garden Dedication will occur on August 8th. They are working on gaining access to the 

website. 

 

District Planning Team  

Ms. Franz reported that a meeting is scheduled for Thursday.  The committee will continue to 

compile and analyze data to be used in part toward the development of the Professional 

Development plan. 

 

Safety Committee  

Mr. Huggins reported that a push to get the safety plan completed was motivated by the Hamilton 

College event last week.  

 

School Boards Institute  

Ms. Franz reported that she had attended a legal overview workshop that addressed “opt-out” 

legislation. 

 

Technology Committee 

Ms. Burdick reported that the committee has a series of meetings scheduled beginning on May 

6th and will complete a plan by the end of June. 

 

8. NEW BUSINESS   

 

A motion was made by Ms. Shaw, seconded by Ms. Franz, and carried (6, 0) to approve the following 

resolution: 

 

A. BE IT RESOLVED that the expenditure budget for the 2015-2016 school year in the amount of 

$26,123,699 and to place said proposition before the voters on May 19, 2015, be adopted. 
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A motion was made by Mr. Huggins, seconded by Ms. Shaw, and carried (6, 0) to approve the 

following resolution: 

 

B. WHERE AS, Education law section 1608(7) requires that each year the Board of  Education 

prepare and approve a property tax report  card; 

 

       BE IT RESOLVED; that the Board of Education adopts the attached property tax report card. 

                              

A motion was made by Ms. Franz, seconded by Mr. Thomas, and carried (6, 0) to approve the 

following resolution: 

 

C. BE IT RESOLVED that the Board of Education accepts an IPad 2 donation valued at $300 from 

Susan Russo.                

 

 Mr. Barretta clarified that the I-Pad was inspected and evaluated by IT staff. The District is 

grateful to Ms. Russo. 

 

9. OTHER 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Huggins, seconded by Ms. Shaw, and carried (6, 0) to approve the 

following resolution: 

 

A. WHEREAS, the Board of Education of the Clinton Central School District, Oneida County, New 

York, has called a special district meeting of the qualified voters of said School District to be held 

on the 19th day of May, 2015; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is now desired to provide for the appointment of a chairperson and inspectors of 

election for the special district meeting to be compensated in accordance with the agreement 

between the Oneida County Board of Elections and the Clinton Central School District; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Board of Education of the Clinton Central 

School District, Oneida County, New York, as follows: 

 

Section 1.  Wendlyn Weber, duly qualified voter of said School District is hereby appointed as 

the chairwoman of the special district meeting referred to in the preambles hereof. 

 

Section 2.  The following named qualified voters of said School District are hereby appointed to 

act as inspectors of election at said special district meeting: 

 

INSPECTORS:  Sharon Evans, R. Bruce Evans, Shirley Knop and Sandra Scofield. 

 

10. PUBLIC TO BE HEARD  

 

No one wished to speak. 

 

11. PERSONNEL  

 

A motion was made by Mr. Huggins, seconded by Mr. Thomas, and carried (6, 0) to approve the 

following resolution: 

 

A.  BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the 

appointment of Alexandra Lomanto to the position of long term substitute elementary teacher, at  
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Step 1BA, in accordance with the current CTA agreement, effective April 27, 2015 through 

approximately June 10, 2015, be approved.            

 

NOTE: Ms. Lomanto will be assuming the duties of Mary Anne Murray who will be on medical 

leave. 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Franz, seconded by Ms. Shaw, and carried (6, 0) to approve the following 

resolution: 

 

B. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the unpaid 

leave of absence for William Schlist, Bus Driver, from May 13, 2015 through May 19, 2015, be 

approved.                            

 

A motion was made by Ms. Shaw, seconded by Ms. Franz, and carried (6, 0) to approve the following 

resolution: 

 

C. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the unpaid 

leave of absence for Julie Maxam, Bus Driver, from May 5, 2015 through May 8, 2015, be 

approved.                          

 

A motion was made by Mr. Thomas seconded by Ms. Franz, and carried (6, 0) to approve the 

following resolution: 

 

D.  BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the 

following spring coaching appointment for the 2014-2015 school year, to be compensated in 

accordance with Article 14 of the current CTA agreement, be approved.                   

 

 Christina Buschmann Intramural Field Hockey, Grade 4, 5 & 6  $561.17 

 

A motion was made by Mr. Huggins, seconded by Ms. Shaw, and carried (6, 0) to approve the 

following resolution: 

 

E. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the 

following fall coaching appointments for the 2015-2016 school year, to be compensated in 

accordance with Article 14 of the current CTA agreement, pending fingerprint clearance, be 

approved:                          

 

Keith Kempney  Varsity Football Head Coach  $4,827.96 

John Hurteau  Varsity Football Assistant Coach $3,218.64 

Mark Waters  Girls JV Soccer Coach Unpaid 

Michael Deveans Modified Football Coach Unpaid 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Shaw, seconded by Ms. Franz, and carried (6, 0) to approve the following 

resolution: 

 

F. BE IT RESOLVED that, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, the 

appointment of Melissa Drejza to the civil service position of 0.5FTE Aide to be compensated at 

an hourly rate of $8.75, in accordance with the CSEA agreement, with a probationary period of 8 

to 26 weeks, effective April 22, 2015 through June 24, 2015, be approved.      
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12. QUESTIONS BY THE BOARD OF EDUCATION  

 

Ms. Lauchert called attention to a Board self-assessment tool that had been provided by Dr. Grimm. 

Results will be used to plane a Board retreat to be held during the summer. 

 

It was decided that the April 28th Board meeting will take place at 7:45am. 

 

13. ADJOURNMENT 

 

A motion was made by Ms. Shaw, seconded by Mr. Huggins, and carried (6, 0) to adjourn the 

meeting.  The time was 8:25pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 
Julia A. Scranton 

District Clerk 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


